
Scituate Conservation Commission
and Scituate Land Trust

Joint Meeting, 7:00 p.m., January 11, 2022

I. Call to Order



Agenda



II. Pledge of Allegiance



III. Roll Call



IV. Welcome Guests



V. Approval of Meeting Minutes: November 9, 2021



VI. Approval of 2022 Meeting Schedule



VII. Grant Awards & Requests:
Discussion and/or Action

A. DEM Recreational Trails Program Grant Award
1. Wetlands sign near bridge at Lawton Farm
2. Parking lot permitting update

B. Congressional Appropriations Grant Request
C. DEM Recreational Grant Application



VIII. Solar Ordinance: Discussion and/or 
Action
• Public hearing on proposed Solar Ordinance is scheduled for the next 

Town Council Meeting (January 20, 2022)

• View latest draft of the proposed ordinance at:

https://scituateri.org/departments/building_official/index.php

• See draft request to Town Council President

https://scituateri.org/departments/building_official/index.php


IX. Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Budget Discussion and/or Action

Draft Budget for 2022-2023:



IX. (continued)
Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Budget Discussion and/or Action

Year-to-Date Spending:



IX. (continued) 2022 Budget Requests



X. Planning for 2021 Annual Report

• Interim Report on Timber Salvage Project?



XI. Conservation Commission Business:
Discussion and/or Action

A. Purchasing: 
1. Tree Planting Project estimated cost $2,500
2. NRICD Neighbor to Neighbor program contribution: $300

B. Property Monitoring
1. Lawton Farm – Hayfield management

2. Trail clearing update (Esek Hopkins Park request)
3. Trail counter at Westconnaug Meadows vandalized

C. Invasive Plant Management Certification Program
from Kate Venturini Hardesty, URI Cooperative Extension:

D. RI Old Growth Forest Mapping Project
E. Election of Officers for 2022 (Chair, Vice Chair, Clerk)



XII. Land Trust Business: Discussion and/or Action
A. Purchasing: RI Land Trust Council Membership renewal $215



XII. Land Trust Business (continued)
B. Right of Way Signage at Lawton Farm

C. American Rescue Plan Act funding proposals

D. Election of Officers for 2022 (Chair, Vice Chair, Clerk)



XIII. CC/LT Member comments/announcements
A. Land and Water Summit, July 14,15,16
B. Oak Resiliency Assessment Tool Workshop, January 19, 4:00-5:00 p.m.



XIV. CC/LT – Possible Motion(s) to Convene into Executive/Closed Session –
A. The Conservation Commission and Land Trust may vote to move into Executive/Closed session pursuant to R.I.G.L. § 42-46-5 (a)(2) Potential Litigation regarding 

Smithville Cemetery access through Silk Lane laneway.  Discussion and/or Potential action, announcement and/or vote(s) from Executive Session and/or Open Session 
concerning potential litigation regarding Smithville Cemetery access through Silk Lane laneway.

B. Approval of Executive Session Minutes: July 14, 2020; November 10, 2020; March 9, 2021; April 13, 2021; May 11, 2021; September 14, 2021; October 12, 2021.

A.    Potential litigation and/or settlement thereof regarding Smithville Cemetery access through Silk Lane laneway.

B.    Approval of Executive Session Minutes

C.    Motion to seal minutes

XV. CC/ LT – Reconvene Regular Meeting –
Discussion and/or potential action, announcement and/or vote(s) from Executive Session and/or Open Session regarding:



XVI. CC/LT Adjournment



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

                              13 January 2022 

Ms. Abbie Groves, President 
Scituate Town Council 
195 Danielson Pike 
North Scituate, RI  02857 
 
RE: Draft Ordinance No. 21-02 Hearing 
 Renewable Energy Ordinance 
 
Dear President Groves: 
 
The Scituate Conservation Commission and the Land Trust (CC/LT) are pleased to provide these formal 
comments pertaining to the above referenced draft ordinance hearing.   We commend the Scituate Plan 
Commission on all of the hard work they have put into preparing this draft ordinance, which is based on 
the Model Ordinance provided by the State. The CC/LT is fully in favor of renewable energy when done 
in a responsible manner.  Implementing this Renewable Energy Ordinance is of utmost importance; 
however, we are concerned that several very important key features have been omitted from this draft 
ordinance that should be further considered before the ordinance is finalized.   
 
We understand that construction of any solar facility larger than a Small-Scale Solar Energy Facility will 
require a Special Use Permit (SUP) and that the Plan Commission can impose further restrictions as part 
of the SUP; however, future Plan Commissions may not feel the need to be as restrictive.  For this 
reason, we believe certain sections of this ordinance should be strengthened, as follows: 

1. Section XIII.1.1.A Purpose 
 
The Purpose states that this ordinance should be consistent with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.  
Due to the fact that the revised Comprehensive Plan has not been finalized, it is difficult to 
determine that consistency.  The CC/LT recommends that the Plan Commission take a closer look at 
the current and proposed Revised Comprehensive Plan to ensure that the draft solar ordinance is 
consistent with the goals and policies of that plan, as there appear to be several inconsistencies.    
Specifically, the Table on page 1 of the ordinance could allow Medium, Large and Utility-Scale Solar 
Energy Facilities in Residentially zoned areas with a SUP.    This does not appear to be consistent 
with the Land Use section of the Revised Comprehensive Plan.  In addition, unlimited clearcutting of 
forests does not appear to be consistent with Section G-3.3.2 Forest Resources of the existing 
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Comprehensive Plan (the Revised Comprehensive Plan Natural Resources currently is not available 
for review).  To meet the consistency requirement. the CC/LT strongly recommends that anything 
larger than a Small-scale Solar Energy Facility be prohibited in any RS-120 or RSW-60/80 zoned areas 
of the Town, and that RR-120 or RRW-60/80 be restricted to 15% of the property per comment #5 
below.  Also, that land and forest clearing be limited per Comment #2 and #5 below. 
 

2. Section XIII.1.1.C. General Requirements: #6 of Model Ordinance 

Item #6 from the State’s Model Ordinance was deleted from the current draft.  This item reads as 
follows:  
 

6.  To the maximum extent practicable, all ground mounted solar installations shall be 
located so as to take advantage of existing cleared land. Clearing of forest or woodland shall 
be avoided to the greatest extent practicable. For solar energy facilities greater than 40,000 
square feet no more than 30% of the forested area of the lot may be cleared.    

 
The CC/LT does not agree that this section should be removed from the ordinance and believes 
there should be restrictions to land clearing.   Our two most valuable weapons in battling climate 
change are forests and renewable energy.   Trading trees for solar panels is counterproductive to 
combating climate change.   Our existing forests currently offset greater than 15% of carbon 
emissions in the US and worldwide.  Forests are currently the only known viable method of 
sequestering (absorbing) and storing carbon from the atmosphere.   In addition, the impacts from 
deforestation are far reaching.  Forests support biodiversity, providing habitat for nearly half of all 
species on the planet, provide watershed protection and prevent soil erosion. Therefore, the CC/LT 
firmly believes it is of utmost importance to balance tree removal with renewable energy.     
 
Implementing the ordinance as it currently stands could result in widespread deforestation and 
reverse any potential benefit from solar energy production, severely impacting our Town’s ability to 
combat climate change.  We recognize that the 200-foot vegetative buffer proposed in the draft 
ordinance is very conservative and we fully support it as a means to limit tree removal.  However, 
we believe that further land clearing and tree removal restrictions must be included in the 
ordinance to achieve the necessary balance as discussed above.  
 
The CC/LT recommends that, similar to other municipalities, this Ordinance restrict the amount of 
land and forest clearing.   For example, Burrillville prohibits clear cutting of forests and no more than 
20% of existing tree and vegetation can be cleared.  Coventry limits the amount of lot coverage by 
solar to 15%.  Glocester allows a maximum lot coverage of 20-30% and limits forest clearing to 30%.  
Surely in Scituate we should be doing at least as well to limit deforestation. 
 
We strongly believe that any applicant proposing a solar energy system that includes clearing more 
than 40,000 square feet of forested area be required to assess the impacts of the forest loss and 
how the impacts can be mitigated. At a minimum, the following impacts must be addressed: water 
quality, habitat, carbon sequestration and storage, and adjacent properties. 
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In addition, for large and utility scale developments the town could require the conservation of 
land that is equal to the proposed acreage to be developed by solar. The land would be protected 
from future development by a conservation easement that would run with the chain of title in 
perpetuity. The minimum acreage of land to be permanently preserved would need to be land 
that can be otherwise developed, but can contain wetlands or other non-buildable land. This 
requirement would only apply to solar development that is not on previously developed, 
disturbed or industrial lands. 
 
The CC/LT would be glad to work with the Plan Commission to come up with land clearing restriction 
and requirements.  

3. Section XIII.1.1.C. General Requirements: #8 Financial Surety 

The CC/LT recommends adding the following wording:   
 

“This Surety shall be automatically renewed annually for a minimum of 20 years or for the 
anticipated life of the solar energy facility.  This Surety must be updated on a regular basis (at 
least every 5 years) to account for inflation.” 

4. Section XIII.1.1.C. General Requirements: #21 Battery Storage Facilities 
 
Battery storage is very important to meter out electricity from renewable energy facilities more 
efficiently. The CC/LT recommends that this ordinance include standards to accommodate battery 
storage instead of prohibiting it entirely. 
 

5. Section XIII.1.1.F.1.  Ground mounted solar facilities in Residential Zones 

As currently written, the Ordinance allows up to 50% solar land coverage in residential zones for any 
size solar energy installation with a SUP.  The CC/LT strongly recommends limiting ground mounted 
solar installations in residential zones to no more than 50% of the property for small-scale solar 
energy facilities only. Allowing up to 50% for larger facilities would encourage applications for 
medium, large and utility-scale solar energy facilities in residential zones under a SUP, potentially 
resulting in large scale land clearing and deforestation. 

6. Section XIII.1.1.G.1.  Ground mounted solar facilities in Non-Residential Zones 

As currently written, the Ordinance allows up to 60% solar land coverage in Non-Residential Zones.  
The CC/LT strongly recommends limiting ground mounted solar installations in Non-Residential 
zones to no more than 15 % of solar land coverage.  Allowing up to 60% could result in excessively 
large-scale land clearing and deforestation.   

7. Section XIII.2.1 Wind Energy Facilities and Wind Turbines 

The CC/LT does not agree that wind energy should be prohibited throughout the town.  When 
properly sited, wind energy is an important component of a renewable energy program and in 
combatting climate change.  Wind energy is a more efficient form of renewable energy than solar.  
One wind turbine can generate the same amount of electricity as nearly 50,000 solar panels and 
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requires minimal land clearing, having a much smaller land footprint compared to solar.  The 
manufacture of wind turbines compared to solar panels also utilizes fewer natural resources and has 
a smaller carbon footprint.  Concerns over bird and bat mortality from wind turbines must be taken 
into account; however, the ordinance can include requirements that can dramatically reduce bird 
and bat mortality, such as requiring black turbine blades so birds can better perceive them, 
restricting turbine generation during low wind periods at dusk and night when bats are most active 
and installing a bat deterrence system.  It is estimated that over a million birds are killed by wind 
turbines in the US annually, compared with over a billion from cats alone.  While no tradeoffs are 
good, environmental organizations such as the Audubon Society fully support wind energy.   Again, 
the CC/LT would be glad to work with the Plan Commission to come up with land clearing restriction 
and requirements.  
 

Rhode Island will continue to need both solar and wind to meet our aggressive climate change goals. 
While every effort should be made to meet those goals, there is no need to sacrifice our forests to meet 
our renewable energy goals at this time.  Including provisions for both solar arrays and wind turbines, 
when done responsibly, can result in a successful renewable energy program in our Town - one that will 
be a benefit to and be appreciated by future generations for years to come. 
 
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Scituate Conservation Commission and Land Trust, 
 
 
 
 
 
Thomas W. Angell     Robert K. Bower 
Chair, Scituate Conservation Commission  Chair, Scituate Land Trust 
Member, Scituate Land Trust    Member, Scituate Conservation Commission 
 
 
 
 
Brian Venditelli      Cynthia Gianfrancesco 
Vice-Chair, Scituate Conservation Commission  Vice- Chair, Scituate Land Trust 
Member, Scituate Land Trust    Member, Scituate Conservation Commission 
 
cc: Laureen Avery, Scituate Land Trust 
 Anna Cimini, Scituate Land Trust 
 Gary DeBlois, Scituate Conservation Commission 
 Willian Frederickson, Scituate Conservation Commission 
 Matthew Sayer, Scituate Land Trust 
 Kimberly Smith, Scituate Conservation Commission 


